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INFORMAL SPECIAL SESSION OF THE 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
DUBLIN CASTLE 
Dub I in, 20th January 1990 
CONCLUSIONS 

- The EC/Twelve are determined to make their contr ibut~on to 
~nsuring that the process of change on our continent will be t o 
the advantage of all 
: The Community's own integration process i s of central 
importance in any consideration of the future of Europe. We 
reaffirm oµr commitment to this process. 
~ We recall that we concluded a trade and cooperation agreement 
with the Soviet Union in December last. The USSR has embarked 
on a large-scale programme of restructuring of its economy and 
of its po -lity. We support the efforts of Mr. Gorbachev to 
transform his country in these directions. 
our · cooperation with the Soviet Union 
e ooperation agreem~nt, in the political 
inslit4ted and through the CSCE process. 
We shall co ntinu e 
in our 
dialogue 
tr ade 
we 
an di 
hav e 
-- We wish to promote the process of liberalisation in Cent ra l 
and Eastern Europe. We support the movement towards plur ali s tic 
democracy, in accordance with the rule of law, fully r es ecting 
h~man rights and offering equal electoral opportunities to al l. 
We also suppprt the intention~ of the countries of Cent ral a nd 
East~ r n Europe to change towards more market- orien ted 
economies. 
- We regard the Council of Europe as a depositor y o f norms o n 
in which th~ cqurtries of Central and Eastern . Europe can draw 
their efforts to t hemselves into pluralis t 
democracies bas~~ 
rights. 
on 
transform 
the rule of la w and respect ing human 
The CSCE has proved i t s worth 
"' id e- ranging cooperation covering 
as 
the 
a process in 
whole continent 
whi ch 
an d 
extending across \he Atlantic can be regulated . Its validity 
loday is 
1·cly on 
undiminished. 
it to ensure 
The participating States can continue to 
that the legitimate righ ts of each 
~articipant are taken into account. The CSCE also con ti nues to 
f:nsure that jldequate at! · "'tion is paid to the need to ensure 
1·espect for the human rights 
participaling States. We have 
of individuals throughout 
discussed the propos al s 
the 
tha t 
ave been made to organise a meeting of Heads of Government o f 
I .he 3,5 participating States in the course of this year and 
,tgreed on it in principle. We have instructed the Political 
Committee to examine this proposal carefully. We wi 11 be read y 
t o d ·i scuss ·1 l -further at our meeting on 20 February . 
·· We shall ~e continuing to consider. notably at our inf o rmal 
meeting at Ashford Castle on 28-29 April next . the fu tur e shape 
nf our continent as a result of the transformations 
p lace. 
·- We had some discussion of the question of 
now taking 
associ at ion 
agr eements. The Commission will prepare a paper on this. 
We have ~oted with interest the repor t s pro vi ded b 
Vice-Preside~t Andriessen following his visi ts to Prague , S of i a 
. l n d Bucharest and express our appreciation of , a nd contin u ed 
s upport for. the work undertaken by the Commiss i on bo t h in th 
Comm~nity framework 
)nteresting reports 
111 underline the 
.Jf each of 
and 
and 
within 
comments 
the G24. We also heard 
from other col leagues . 
mo st 
They 
varying economic and politica l difficulties 
countries and the 
?ffectively 
these 
to their requirements. 
clear need 
according 
to 
to 
respond 
the ir 
c ircumstances. 
We h a v e n o t e d v i e w s o f t h e Comm i s s i o n on bu d g e t 'l r y ·, , · , . e 5 
needed in the context of coop~ration wiLh. and ~s ~ i~· l 0 . 
CO u n t r i e s f n C: e n t r a 1 and E a s t e r n F. u r Op e a 11 d t. h C C (t 1] , ,.., • ' ; r '} f 
deleqations on these views . We agrf?e that we w i ·11 di,; r , i · , 'I i i.; 
subject further once the Commission'5 proposal s f or 1· ,- ·, i •· i , , r, o f 
the financial perspectfvei have been tabled. 
-; Regarding various bilateral agreements bet ween t he 
C•omm1,1ni ty and countries of Central and Eastern Eur ope, 
that lhe 
ci·ir-eclives 
Council 
for a 
could decide rapidly on 
trade and economic 
Commi ssion 
agre ement 
we felt 
d raft 
with 
Czeehoslovakia and revised directives for a similar 
~) i t h Romania, 
riegotiations with 
,' 
, ·al'idly . 
I • 
and note with 
Bulgaria and 
satisfaction 
the GOR should 
tha t 
be 
ag reement 
current 
concluded 
We agree lhat there should be a prompt and effec tive re sponse 
f rom the Community to urgent requests from Poland a nd Romania 
,for emergency food and medical aid. We grea t ly a ppre c i a te the 
1: ffective way the Commission has fulfilled its re cent 
r e s ponsibi lities in this area. 
We agree lhat a positive response should be g i ven with the 
G24 to requests from the other countries in Central and East e rn 
Europe who have embarked on political and econom i c reform s to 
become beneficiaries of coordinated assistance; the Twelve will 
t ake the initiatives which correspond to the l e ading role in 
G24 which we intend to continue. 
·- We will examine in a positive spirit any fu t ur e Commi s sion 
1roposals aimed at providing appropriate projec t ass ist an c e , in 
t he light of each country's need and character istics , to the 
c ountries of Central and Eastern Europe includi ng 
~ ommunity training and exchange schemes. 
prop osals on 
- We noted the importance of the initiative o n the Bank fo 
~ uropean Reconstruction and 
,j t. 
Development and is s ues concerning 
